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7 Help end child

abuse, big guns told

QOURBUREAY

Hyderabad: Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi urged major industrialists to’
echnological and business solutions for social prob-

come up with innovative t

lems. Technology must put an end to sexual abuse and child trafficking, he

added while interacting with more than 150 industry leaders including or-
ganisations like CII, HYSEA, TiE Telangana Chamber of Commerce and In-

* dustry on Thursday. Addressing the gathering, the Nobel laureate said though

*

‘September 11 and would culminate in New
Delhi on October 15. But the war against

they knew how to run the business, doing business only for making profits
was wrong. He said thatthe business community also has a social responsi-
bility. He asked them to join in his fight against child abuse to prevent vio-
lence against children. You are the change agents, he told the business cap-

where. Children were not safe in their homes, in their neighbourhood and
even in their schools, he lamented,

Anyone can turn into a predator, he added. He said that in the name of
family honour and shame, the voices of victims were being supressed at every
point, he said. Parents have no time for their children. Children have nobody
at home to share their pain and misery. They were feelings suffocated from
inside, he said. The Nobel laurate said that education was not a constitutional
right in India in the beginning. The Right to Education has been recognised
as a human right in a number of international conventions, “We fought to
make it a constitutional right. We took out a march across India for five-
and-a-half months. As a result, the Right to Education (RTE) was enacted in
August 2009 by amending the Constitution. This was possible because of
the power of people”, he added. He said that he declared a war on rape, sexual
abuse, trafficking and violence against children. “T am marching to end this
moral epidemic that is destroying the spirit et
of our generation. This march, the Bharath - —
Yatra was started from Kanyakumari on

the social evils would continue till we win”,
he told the gathering. He said that he
wanted one crore Indians to pledge their
support for opposing violence in any form
against children and the industrialists
readily pledged to fight against any vio-
lence against children, Replyingtoaques- .
tion whether the people of India have be-
come immune to violence against children,
Satyarthi replied that he didn’t think In-

dian citizens became immune, but only be-

came passive.

Later, the Bharat Yatra rally was taken
out from Moazzam Jahi market to Exhibi-
tion Grounds at Nampally in which NGOs,
Amala Akkineni, Home Minister Nayani
Narsimha Reddy, etc, took part.

He also visited the Telangana State As-
sembly building where he was received by
Speaker S Madhusudhan Chary, Deputy
Chief Minister Kadiam Srihari, Home Min-
ister N Narsimha Reddy, Ministers T Har-
ish Rao, K T Rama Rao, G Jagadish Reddy,
MPs B Vinod Kumar, Konda Vishweshwar
Reddy and other officials,

N micai

SRR MU
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TIMES CITY

/ Need to wage war against rape, says Kailash
Satyarthi as 35-day ‘Bharat yatra’ reaches city

Hyd Leg Of Rally
Ends With Huge
Rally At Nampally
Times NEws NETWORK

Hyderabad: As the 35-day
Bharat Yatra launched by No-

bel laureate Kailash Satyarthi

reached Hyderabad on Thurs-
day, hundreds of supportersjo-
ined the one-km march that
was flagged off from the Moaz-
zam Jahi market. The city is
among the 66 destinations that
themarch is expected to cover.
The yatra, launched in Ka-
- nyakumarion September11, is
part of the ‘Surakshit Bach-
pan-Surakshit Bharat’ campa-
ign aimed at protesting aga-
inst child rape and sexual abu-
se. Speaking about the three-
year campaign, Satyarthi
stressed the importance of in-
creasing awareness about re-
porting of cases of child sexu-

P Allkumar

Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi joins in Bathukamma festivities at a
function to mark Bharat Yatra in the city on Thursday

Breakfast meeting
at Assembly

ailash Satyarthi was hosted

. forbreakfast by Telangana
Assembly speaker !
Madhusudana Chary and
legislative council chairman
Swamy Goud atthe Assembly on
Thursday. Deputy CMs
Mahmood Aliand Kadiam
Srihari, home minister Nayani
Narasimha Reddy, assembly
deputy speaker Padma
Devender Reddy, TRSMPK
Keshava Rao were among those
who attended the meeting. ™~

al abuse and protection of vic-
tims and witnesses during co-
urt trials.

“The spirit shown by Hyde-
rabad, in terms of pledging
their support to and joining
the Bharat Yatra tomake India
safe for our children is what is
needed across the country to
combat this growing menace.
The people gathered here have

come to change this nation, to
make India safe. You have co-
me here to wage a war on
rape, on sexual abuse, on child
‘trafficking and we will win
this war. The country’s young-
est state, Telangana must
lead the way in protecting the
youngest citizens of the count-
ry,our children,” he said while
addressing the massive gathe-

ring at Exhibition Grounds
at Nampally, where the Hyde-
rabad leg of the march culmi-
nated.

Satyarthi also stressed the
importance of strengthening
institutional response, inclu-
ding medical health and com-
pensation to victims, and the
need to increase conviction of
child sexual abuse offenders in

a tlme-bound manner across §
‘the country. “Bykeepingquiet,
you are letting the perpetra-
tors roam free without any gu-
ilt or punishment. Your silen-
ce is an encouragement to
them to go down this heinous
path,” the Nobel laureate ad-
ded.

'Rajya Sabha MP -Keshav
Rao, who was present at the
event, also called for increased
focuson child protection in the
country. “We need action now.
Child protection is a process.
There is a problem that we are °
not able to solve in spite all of
all the stringent laws in place -
toprotectchild rights. The pro-
blem is that society has not
changed,” said Rao.

Theyatrawilldrawtoaclo- .
se on October 16 at New Delhi
after coveringmorethan11,000 :
km across 22 states. Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Mum-
bai, Guwahati, Bhopal, Jaipur
and Srinagarare afew key citi-
es that the rally will be cove-
ring.
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