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HYDERABAD, November 1, 2015 

‘Rein in fringe elements’ 

 

 OSAMA SALMAN 
 

About 64 civil society organisations from the city organised a meeting at the Press Club here on 

Saturday to sign an open letter to President Pranab Mukherjee and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

highlighting the growing intolerance in the country, and to demand immediate clampdown on the 

same. 

Activists, writers, poets, artists, student union leaders, and religious groups, among others, endorsed 

the letter, which would be uploaded on the petition websitewww.change.orgto garner more support 

and then to be sent to the Prime Minister and President. 

“We are appalled to be witness to the fringe elements of society being allowed to occupy the 

centrestage with impunity, issuing dictates and resorting to violence to enforce what, who and how 

everyone should eat, dress, write, speak to, meet, and live… As aggrieved citizens, we demand that 

His Excellency the President of India and the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India immediately, 

unequivocally and specifically condemn the hate crimes and mob violence that have been 

perpetrated… The world is watching and history will judge you by your actions today,” the letter 

stated. 

Since Mr. Modi came into power, at least 43 deaths, 212 cases targeting Christians, 175 cases 

targeting Muslims, and 234 cases of hate speech have been reported, claimed Prof. P.L. Vishweshwar 

Rao, the Telangana spokesperson of the Aam Aadmi Party. 

“This government is completely intolerant and does not recognise diversity. It wants to change India 

into a monolithic Hindu society,” said Prof. Rao, who endorsed the letter. “This is not Vikaas, this is 

Vinaash,” he added. 

The idea behind the letter is to provide a platform to the common man to appeal to the concerned 

authorities and awaken their consciousness, said Mazher Hussain, executive director, Confederation 

of Voluntary Association (COVA). 

“The government must crack down on intolerance, regardless of what the religious proclivity is. It is 

the responsibility of the State to ensure this type of environment does not continue,” he said. 

Sixty-four civil society organisations pen open letter to President and Prime Minister 

about growing intolerance 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/profile/author/osama-salman/
http://www.thehindu.com/


 
Nov 01 2015 : The Times of India (Hyderabad) 

KHAAS BAAT - Modi must stop the growing culture of 
`intolerance' 

Mir Ayoob Ali Khan 

The protest against growing intolerance of the `other' is turning into an avalanche.But it seems that the 

ruling dispensation is still not taking it seriously. The Delhi police raid on Kerala House earlier this week, 

on a complaint that beef is being served in its canteen is a case in point. The other point is the silence of 

government on the pouring in of strong sentiments against the unfolding `atmosphere of fear and 

apprehension' from the Indian intelligentsia The Delhi Police that work under the Central Ministry of Home 

Affairs was showing how `efficient' it is by acting swiftly on a complaint filed by Hindu Sena against the 

Kerala House canteen menu. 

The raid has blown up the flimsy NDA cover that ̀ law and order' is a state subject, therefore the blizzard 

of `isolated' incidents of murder and mayhem across the country should not be blamed on the central 

government. Important functionaries of the government and BJP have been saying that these incidents are 

the handiwork of `fringe' elements and the party or Modi's government should not be blamed for the same. 

As things stand today , it appears that the intelligentsia has begun to react the same way as they did 

when the Emergency was imposed by Indira Gandhi in 1975. The Emergency was equated with dictatorship 

and fascism and opposed across the country .As a result, the Congress lost the elections miserably when the 

Emergency was lifted and polls held in 1977. 

The scary scenario was first noted and cautioned against by Vice-President Mohammed Hamid Ansari 

and now President Pranab Kumar Mukherjee has been sounding warning signals on the subject. In his 

address in Sweden in June last the President said, “India, with its population of 1.25 billion has been home 

to harmonious mingling of ethnicities and religions for centuries. We are clear that lasting peace can be built 

only a foundation of mutual respect...“ 

He appeared more worried and spoke again during Dasara against the backdrop of lynching of 

Mohammed Akhlaq in Dadri on the rumours of beef eating. The president said, “Our collective strength 



must to be harnessed to resist evil powers in society . Indian civilization has survived for 5,000 years because 

of its tolerance. We have a Constitution that accommodates all these differences. Hope Mahamaya the 

combination of all positive forces would eliminate the Asuras or divisive forces.“ 

The Creative and Academic Community of West Bengal, in a recent letter to President Mukherjee, has 

summed up the sentiments of the intelligentsia well. The community said, “As citizens of a democratic 

country , we are deeply concerned about the growing culture of murderous intolerance and the brazen assault 

on the fundamental right to life of those who maintain the core values of diversity , plurality and tolerance 

of which you yourself have recently reminded us.The targeting of innocents like the recent killing of 

Muhammad Akhlaq in Dadri and the series of attacks against rationalists and freethinkers including the 

gruesomely casual killing of Narendra Dabholkar, Govind Pansare and M M Kalburgi has made us strangers 

in our own country . We are horrified at the callous ack of support and apathy of the state in finding and 

bringing the culprits to justice. The stifling atmosphere of fear and uncertainty is fatal to the reedom of 

expression that is at the heart of our shared ives, and it is for the restoration of this common fabric that we 

urge you to intervene.“ 

The swelling protest began by the writers returning their awards and releasing oint appeals. The other 

groups that followed the writers were that of artists, sociologists and scientists. 

The scientists in a petition to the President said, “We, the scientists, are concerned about the recent 

developments with reference to intolerance, polarisation and spread of communal hatred resulting in the 

death of innocent people, rationalists“. 

The petition further said, A highly polarised community is like a nuclear bomb close to criticality . It 

can explode any time and drive the nation to utter chaos. This is a highly unstable atmosphere and we should 

do everything in our hands to defuse the disparity , and enlighten society in scientific spirit,“ it said. 

Prime Minister Modi is trying to sell India as the best destination for foreign investments and projecting 

it as a “Shining“ and “Digital“ country . Does he not realise that the growing culture of intolerance, hate, 

murder and edging out of the “other“, cannot go hand in hand with the aggressively marketing India on 

foreign shores? 

Should he not speak firmly and take stringent action against those who are out to destroy the age old culture 

of tolerance at home? 



His feeble statements and inaction are being seen as encouraging hate mongers. India cannot be allowed to 

slip into chaos and anarchy . The prime minister must act now. 

 



 
Dec 19 2014 : The Times of India (Hyderabad) 

Students get into social activism 
Hyderabad 
TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

Social activism in schools of Old City is fast catching pace with students not only joining hands in 

awareness issues but also finding solutions for them. These students are studying, doing research and 

preparing projects on issues pertaining to the society. 

Almost 100 schools in the city, in association with Confederation of Voluntary Associations 

(COVA) and India Children's Action Network (ICAN), are motivating students to undertake activism to 

solve social problems and enabling them to become socially-conscious and responsible citizens. 

Mohammed Turab, executive secretary of COVA, said: “The objective of such social activism 

projects is to make them independent in not only identifying the problem but also in solving them. 

Students chose issues such as traffic management, speed driving, citizen charters, etc. for their 

project and worked towards getting a solution for the same. We have identified student 

representatives from all schools who later presented their project work to the government officials 

concerned.“ 

Take for instance, Azmath Unnisa, a Class VIII student of Imam Baksh Memorial High School, 

who did a project on speed driving. “Since I was not aware about the topic, I met several traffic 

policemen to figure out what exactly the issue is. After some research, I figured out that there is a 

sensor in each bike that buzzes when the speed is too high. This sensor is used only in New Delhi as of 

now.“ 

It is only after working on the project that Azmath realised that if this sensor is used in 

Hyderabad as well, many accidents can be avoided. 

Azmath's teacher Abdul Rahman said, “These projects act as a platform for students to raise the 

issues to the officials concerned. Through these projects, our student representatives meet several 

senior government officials and discuss the issues with them.“ 

Social activism is performed through a structured methodology in all schools. 

Bal Adalat, a question-answer session between students and various noteworthy speakers of 

society, would soon be conducted to make students even more active. 



 
FRIDAY REVIEW » THEATRE 

September 12, 2013 
Updated: September 12, 2013 18:05 IST  

Twelve-minute wonders 

SUHIT CHIRUTAPUDI 
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When eight theatre groups took to the stage on the evening of the final round of ‘S.K.IT.S, each of them proved that 12 

minutes can be sufficient to make one laugh, cheer or shed a tear. 

The final round of S.K.IT.S (So Keep It Short), a short play competition presented by Dramanon at the Indira Priyadarshini 

auditorium, Public Gardens recently, saw each play brimming with an energy that one would normally expect in an hour 

long play. Apart from a few instances of stereotypical and melodramatic exaggerations, some of the groups managed to 

seamlessly weave witty or local humour and social themes into their stories. 

The contest for the Best Play award was quite clearly between three acts: ‘Ammi Bane Mother in Law’ by Kaalpanik, 

‘Mudra’ by Sequel, and ‘Praja Nahi, Naagrik Hai Hum’ by Koshish Theatre. While the audience awarded Koshish the best 

play award, judges Rajit Kapur and Shernaz Patel, both veteran film and theatre actors, gave the title to Kaalpanik. Ganesh 

Nallari of Sequel won the Best Director award. 

Sana Mirza's convincing performance in the hilarious role of Ammi Jaan in Ammi Bane Mother in Lawwon her the Best 

Actor award in the female category. Mohammed Abdul Razzaq's comical portrayal of a lazy and greedy corporator ensured 

his berth in the male category for the same award. The Koshish theatre group churned out quite a wonderful effort. The 

promo video they aired as they set the stage up was honest, presenting a realistic picture of practice sessions, involving petty 

arguments and random distractions. The judges created a new Best Ensemble award, which they awarded to Koshish. 

The eight final plays managed to carry the audience through varied genres ranging from suspense, comedy, drama and even 

melodrama to dark humour, social theatre and slapstick. 

http://www.thehindu.com/
http://www.thehindu.com/features/friday-review/
http://www.thehindu.com/features/friday-review/theatre/
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=428
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=598
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=598
http://www.thehindu.com/topics/?categoryId=62792
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