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Students Initiative Takes a Child Labourer Back to School  

 

In a heartening turn of events, three compassionate students, undertaking fieldwork on child labour, stumbled 

upon a saddening reality — a young boy, out of school for two years, compelled to assist his father in 

construction work. (By Arragement) 

Hyderabad: In a heartening turn of events, three compassionate students, undertaking fieldwork on child 

labour, stumbled upon a saddening reality — a young boy, out of school for two years, compelled to assist 

his father in construction work. 

 Determined to make a difference to his life, the trio, with the guidance of their teacher, embarked on a 

mission to convince the boy's father. Their efforts bore fruit as he relented, leading to the boy's enrolment in 

the eightgrade at their residential school. 
 

This humane act is a manifestation of the broader ‘moral education’ initiative, a collaborative effort between 

the state education department and COVA Peace Network. Under this program, students across government, 

private, and residential schools transcend traditional classroom learning, delving into topics like child labour, 

dowry, care of elders and participatory budgeting through experiential learning, promoters of the initiative 

said. 
 

Impressed by their success, the education department and COVA peace network announced plans to expand 

the compassionate citizenship program (CCP) to 3000 schools across 22 districts, starting from the academic 

year 2024-25.  

In a celebratory event held on Saturday, CCP’s project works display showcased 250 projects covering all 

their earmarked segments. 

Men of eminence like R. Venkat Reddy of MVF, Dr Kiran Kumar from Woxsen University and educationist 

Maharukh Driver, among others, presented prizes and certificates to the achievers. The event was dedicated 

to the memory of past presidents of COVA Peace Network-Egbert Samraj, Anand Raj Varma, 

OmimManeckshawDebara and NaheedBanu. 



 

 

Sunday, Mar 17, 2024 

Compassionate Citizenship Program by COVA Peace Network engages 

students in moral education  

Students were trained in social advocacy to analyse issues, formulate possible solutions and work for 

redress through individual initiative, collaboration with friends, family, fellow students. 

BY TELANGANA TODAY 

PUBLISHED DATE - 17 MARCH 2024, 08:17 PM

 

Hyderabad: As part of Moral Education initiated by Education department in collaboration with COVA 

Peace Network, the students of government, private and residential schools engaged in systematic 

understanding of child labour, dowry, care of elders and participatory budgeting through experiential 

learning made possible by the Compassionate Citizenship Program. 

 

Students were trained in social advocacy to analyse issues, formulate possible solutions and work for 

redress through individual initiative, collaboration with friends, family, fellow students and represent to 

elected representatives, officials and faith leaders to help address issues and partner to transform society 

for better. 

According to Mazher Hussain, COVA, the students also learnt about Raja Ram mohan Roy, Swami 

Vivekananda, Savitri Bai Phule, Jyotiba Phule, Sir Syed Ahmed, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar and others in 

social studies. Education department and COVA Peace Network will extend the Compassionate 

Citizenship Program to cover 3,000 schools in 22 districts from academic year 2024-25, he said. 

 Students are making videos on issues that are going viral along with posters and meetings to sensitise 

different sections of society. Hindu, Muslim and Christian Faith Leaders whom the students approached have 

already started speaking about Child Labour, Dowry and Care of Elders in their Weekly Congregations and 

Satsangs and have offered to continue on a regular basis with these and other social issues 

Now the students have enlisted the cheapest and most effective strategies for reaching out to spread awareness among 

different sections of society and are well on their way to becoming social reformers in their own little ways!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://telanganatoday.com/author/telanganatoday


 

 

 

REPORT ON PROJECT WORKS DISPLAY PROGRAM 
 

     
 

*Project Works Display of Compassionate Citizenship Program was organised on 16th March 2024 at Hyderabad 

where 250 select Project Works on Child Labour, Dowry, Care of Elders and Participatory Budgeting were showcased 

by students from 30 schools and Prizes and Certificates were Awarded*  

Mr. R. Venkat Reddy of MVF, Dr. Kiran Kumar, Dean Woxsen University, Mrs. Maharukh Driver, Educationist , Mr. 

Peter Jaya Kumar, Chartered Accountant, Master Aslaan Debara, Grandson of Omim Debara, Ms. Urmi Chanda of 

Seeds of Peace -Mumbai, Mr. Vijaya Bharatiya of South Asia Peace Alliance, Mr. Owais Aslam of Pluralism 

Foundation, Kolkata, Mr. M.A. Rauf, Ms. Meghna Narasimhan and Mr. Bharatesh Kidambi- all Members of COVA 

presented Prizes and addressed the students. 

Bro. Thomas Chakkalackala, Executive Committee Member of COVA Presided. 

 

Mazher Hussain 

Executive Director 

COVA Peace Network 

Hyderabad, India 

Email: mazher@covanetwork.org 

Whatsapp:.+91 9394544244 
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Walk to Wake Up Society! 
School Students Rally with COVA to Bring Awareness on Social Problems  

among people on Child Labour, Care of Elders, Dowry and Budget Management. 
 

Hyderabad: The Confederation of Voluntary Associations (COVA), in collaboration with the education 

department of the Government of Telangana, organised a program called “Walk to Wake Up Society” on 

Saturday, March 2, to bring awareness on social problems among people on child labour, care of elders, 

dowry, and budget management. 
 

COVA is a national network of voluntary organisations working for communal harmony and community 

empowerment in India. 
 

The program, which was attended by students from various schools in Hyderabad, was flagged off from 

Charminar. 
 

As per the press release, the volunteers raised placards and slogans addressing various social issues. They 

brought awareness about the issues as well as their punishments among the public. 

● There are over 6 crore children in India who are forced into labour, and the punishment for employing 

child labour is Rs 50,000 and up to 2 years of imprisonment. 

● Every 90 minutes, a woman dies due to dowry violence, and the punishment for dowry death is 7 

years of lifetime imprisonment. 

● There are 14 crore elderly people in India, of whom 9 crore are working to survive and 5 crore are 

below the poverty line. Meanwhile, the punishment for ill-treating parents is 3 months imprisonment 

and a fine of Rs. 5,000 under the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007. 

The students carried out the rally with slogans urging people to take responsibility and bring about change in 

society. 

Later, they divided into small sub-groups and rallied through different localities around Charminar, 

interacted with people, and distributed pamphlets to make them aware of these problems. 
 

CLICK for detailed Report: 

https://bnnbreaking.com/society/hyderabad-students-rally-with-cova-awareness-drive-on-social-issues-from-

charminar 

  

More Media coverage at: 

https://www.siasat.com/hyderabad-students-conduct-rally-against-child-labour-dowry-2985846/ 

 

 

 
 

https://bnnbreaking.com/society/hyderabad-students-rally-with-cova-awareness-drive-on-social-issues-from-charminar
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Ultimate Endorsement: After attending the first 

lecture of the Program, a teacher of Vandana 

School of Warangal obtained permission to 

enable participation of her daughter (who is 

studying in another school) in the 

Compassionate Citizenship Program. 

 She says there is marked change in the girl’s 

behaviour towards her grandparents, has 

become more active in school activities 

including bringing issues to the notice of school 

management and her extravagance is turning to 

frugality with consciousness for need to budget!    

 

Compassionate Citizenship Program 

Pilot Project byCOVA Peace Network 

Implemented in collaboration withSCERT (Telangana State) 

In 122 Schools of Telangana for 2022-23 
 

Reports of Project Works Display Programs 

Hyderabad- Warangal- Vikarabad- Mahabubnagar 
 

Sensitising Students to Understand and Transform Society through Social Sciences Approach  
 

 

Project Works were displayed by 500 students in Hyderabad on 21st March 2023, 450 students in 

Warangal on 25th March 2023, 450 students in Vikarabad on 27th March 2023 and 450 students in 

Mahabubnagar on 29th March 2023 as part of the Compassionate Citizenship Program. 

Topics of Project Works prepared by students included Care for Elders, Participatory Budgeting, Problems 

Faced by Parents in Educating Children, Dangers of Plastic Usage, Public Services, Eve Teasing, Social 

Media- Fake New, Chid Labour, Basic Introduction to Social Science and Social Advocacy.  
 

The Project Works were seen and appreciated by dignitaries and scores of students from different 

schools. In all 390 students were awarded prizes for producing outstanding Project Work Reports. 

The Project Works Display Programs were dedicated to the memory of Dr.Anand Raj Varma, Past President 

of COVA and an educationist and chronicler of local histories 
 

This Pilot Program is a collaborative initiative between School Education Department, Government of 

Telangana and Confederation of Voluntary Associations (COVA) to undertake implementation of the 

Compassionate Citizenship Program in 122 schools in 4 districts of Telangana State during the year 

2022-23. The objective is to explore and assess 

the implementation and impact of this Program 

in sensitizing students to social issues and 

equipping them to undertake micro level social 

transformations in their communities and 

environment.    

The program will be extended to other schools in 

Telangana over the coming years to make the 

students across the State sensitive human beings 

motivated to transform society for better- through 

individual and collective action 
 



Four Districts areselected for implementations of the Pilot Project:Hyderabad;  Mahabubnagar;  

Warangal and Vikarabad.In all 122 government, private and residential schools from both urban and rural 

areas participated with 25,000 students attending the lectures on social issues that were organized in the 

schools in each districts.  

44 experts delivered 1000 lectures on the 10 topics to 25,000 students and 10,700 students participated 

in the 230 Field Visits to equip themselves for preparation of Project Work Reports on the social issues 

covered. 
 

Resource Material and PPTs 

Leading experts who prepared prepared the 

Framework and provided Resource Material for 

orientation of students on different topics were 
 

1. Introduction to Social Science Research: 

Mr. HarinderMekala ( RodaMestry College 

of Social Work with Inputs from 

Dr.RiteshKhunyakariDr.ShikaTakkar&Dr.SrinivasSurisetti ( Tata Institute of Social Sciences- TISS) and 

Dr. Satyam Sunkari ((Council for Social Develipment- CSD) 

2. Social Change &Advocacy: Dr.GnanaPrakasham (Former Director CWS)   and K. Bharatesh 

3. Using Google Search as a Research Tool: 

Framework Provided By Moinuddin Ali Khan 

4. Communication through Media: Prof. 

Padmaja Shaw 

5. Participatory Budgeting: Dr.Poulumi 

Bhattacharya (TISS) , Mr. Mohammad Sajid 

(CSD) and Ms.MeghanaNarasimha 

(Management Consultant) 

6. Care Of Elders: Dr G.SobhaPerindevi 

7. Problems Faced by Parents in Educating 

children: Framework Provided Sanjay 

Vomkarey, Potter‘s Wheel and 

Dr.MazherHussain 

8. Child Labour: R. Venkat Reddy 

9. Environment: Plastic Usage: 

Sreecharan&Sumeet , Mahbubnagar 

Municipality 

10. Social Media – Fake News: Siddhartha 

Vookoti.(Founder, Hoaxorfact.com) 

11. Eve-Teasing: SHE Team,Vikarabad 

                    Lecture With PPT 
  

Passing through Compassionate Citizenship Program, the Transformation in Students is PURE 

MAGIC! 

You will see the sensitivity developed by students for elders, parents,  child labour, environment, eve 

teasing, fake news etc. and the realisation that every one could contribute to changing and improving 

society 

Please CLICK the Link to enter the Wonderland of Compassion and Action!  

https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/ 

Here you will find Over View of the Compassionate Citizenship Program, PPTs, Project Work Reports, 

Video Testimonials,Case Studies, Media Coverage and Impact Assessment.  

https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/


Above all, you see the Resource Book that can enable you to implement the CompassionteCitienship 

Program anywhere in India on your own! 

 

Perspective and Attitudinal Transformations in Students 

Compassionate Citizenship Program 

Implemented by COVA in collaboration with SCERT (T.S) 
Students from 4 districts of Telangana State who participated in the 4 month long Compassionate Citizenship 

Program have started posting videos on YouTube on all the 8 Topics talking about the understanding gained, 

the change in their perspectives, attitudinal transformations and actions taken by them to address and resolve 

issues. The videos can be seen at:https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/#1667992675634-

0f1e5718-3ec1 

I. Care of Elders: 

1. Most elders suffer from loneliness, ill health and 

financial distress 

2. Many students have said that they have started spending 

more time with grandparents and have 

become more respectful in their interactions. 

3. Students have submitted Representations to Ministers and 

Officials to have special counters or timings for elders in 

Government Hospitals  

4. Elders should be in Our Homes and not in Old Age 

Homes! 
 

II. Problem Faced by Parents in Educating Children 

1. Heavy Fees and many other charges by Schools are a big challenge for parents 

2. Government should provide text books, notebooks and uniforms to all private schools as provided to 

the students of government schools. 

3. Students should Not make demands on parents that will be difficult for them to fulfill- They 

should learn to compromise 

III. Social Media: Fake News 

1. Children are using smart phones and playing games that can affect your grades 

2. There is also danger of Fake News and Frauds on Social Media 

3. Preparation of Posters for awareness programs  
 

 

IV. Child Labour 

1. Children want to study but their parents are facing financial problems and sending them for child 

labour. 

2.     Children engaged in child labour are also becoming addicted to drug abuse  and other bad habits 

and are spoiling their life's 

3.  Ban Child Labour and impose and ensure strict punishment for employers and parents. 

V. Eve Teasing 

1. Women experience physical and psychological harassment 

2. No awareness about harms of eve teasing and how to prevent it among girls and boys  

3. Government should include lesson to prevent Eve Teasing in School Curriculum   

4. Representations to Faith Leaders to spread awareness against Eve Teasing in their weekly 

congregations 

 

https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/#1667992675634-0f1e5718-3ec1
https://www.covanetwork.org/in-school-curriculum/#1667992675634-0f1e5718-3ec1


   

Representation to a Pastor about Eve Teasing       A Social Scientist in Making   
 

VI. Public Services 

1. Disposal of garbage is getting worse because bins are not available. 

2. Irregular and unclean water supply 

3. Most people are not aware of how to make complaints and about the Call Centers and Apps of 

GHMC, Water Works and Electricity departments 

4. Reaching out to people to help download Apps and use Helpline numbers 
 

VII. Plastic Usage 

1. People are aware about the harms of using plastic but continue to use for convenience 

2. Seal plastic bags manufacturing factories.   

3. It is reported that one girl student in Warangal threw away all plastic items from the house and 

asked parents to use items of steel and other non- plastic material. Similar Reports from other 

cities 
 

VIII. Participatory Budgeting 

1. Students and people in society have less knowledge about budgeting. 

2. The future of students will be better if the students get knowledge about budgeting leading to 

better society. 

3. Government should include lessons on budgeting in school curriculum 

4. Government should give direction to all schools for inclusion and participation of 

students in school annual day, sport day and other events. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

COVA devised pilot project to sensitize students about 

transforming society 

 
In collaboration with the School Education Department, Government of Telangana, a pilot project 
called ‘Compassionate Citizenship Program’ has been organised by the Confederation of Voluntary 
Associations (COVA) in the state to sensitize school students about social issues faced by the society 
and help them develop a sense of purpose to transform communities and social environment 
thereby to promote a better society to live-in. 
 

During the program, it is said that around 500 students from 33 schools in Hyderabad city picked-
up an array of the topics to work over the project being initiated by the COVA, an NGO working for 
the upliftment of the society through ensuring peace and harmony and literary promotions across 
the country. 
 

According to MazhrHussain, the Executive Director of COVA Hyderabad, “Four districts such as 
Hyderabad, Mahabubnagar, Warangal and Vikarabad have been selected for implementation of a 
message oriented ‘Pilot Project’ that stretched over five months.” 
 

During the five month long program, he said, around 25,000 students from 122 government, 
private and residential schools from both urban and rural areas of the four districts took part in the 
pilot project and picked up different themes that include Care for Elders, Problem faced by Parents 
while Educating Children, Social Media: Fake News, Child Labour, Eve Teasing, Public Services, 
Environment: Plastic Usage, Participatory Budgeting for Children, Basic Introduction to Social 
Science and Social Advocacy. 
 

While working on a theme ‘Care for Elders,’ the students found that most of the elders suffer 
loneliness, ill-health and financial constraints in their serenity. After finding this, many students 
said they have started spending more time with their grandparents and enjoying their compassion. 
The students even submitted representation to Ministers and officials concerned demanding 
special counters or timings for elders in government hospitals. They felt that elders should be with 
their families in serenity instead of Old Age Homes. 
 
 

As part of the program, an event was organised today at Boys’ Town High School in Jahanuma area 
under Bahadurpura constituency experts delivered lectures to the students who participated in 



field visits and earned a formative experience while interacting with the society through working 
over the project. 
 

It is said that so far, 44 experts delivered 1000 lectures on 10 different topics and sensitized a 
volume of 25,000 students out of which 10,700 have carried out nearly 230 field visits covering the 
pilot project spread over five long months. 

 

“The pilot project will be extended further to other districts of the state in the days to come with a 
sole purpose to sensitive the students and help them turn a better human and transform the society 
through their individual and collective demeanor. Similar programs will be held in Warangal on 
March 25, Vikarabad on March 27 and Mahboobnagar on March 29,” informed MazherHussain 
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Team COVA 

Email; covanetwork.org 

Website: www.covanetwork.org 

Mob: 9394544244 
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